Panelist Requirements

Arts professionals and organizations from every discipline are invited to submit nominations for peer review panelists for Houston Arts Alliance Programs. Peer review panels assist in evaluating applications for arts and cultural organizations and creative artists, which are funded by Houston Arts Alliance. Nominations for review panelists may be made by any arts and cultural organization or individual. Interested individuals may also nominate themselves. Panelists are selected according the following criteria established and approved by the Board. To qualify as review panelists, individuals should demonstrate the following qualifications:

· Time – Panelists must be willing to spend the time required to make good decisions about grant applications. 


· Objectivity – Panelists must be able to put aside personal bias and be fair in their assessments and decisions. The nominee must be dedicated to the highest professional standards in his/her artistic discipline(s). 


· Knowledge – The individual should be a recognized expert in a given arts discipline(s) or field. The nominee should demonstrate a history of involvement in the arts either as an arts practitioner, manager or educator. If the applicant is not an artist, the applicant should demonstrate knowledge through experience as an arts scholar, board member or other position in arts administration. The applicant should also demonstrate an appreciation for the cultural, ethnic, aesthetic and artistic plurality in Houston. 


· No Conflict of Interest – Panelists may not review applications from organizations and/or individuals with which they are associated and must disclose all conflicts with the Houston Arts Alliance. Conflicts of interest include fiduciary, personal, professional or adversarial relationships of the panelist and his/her family. 

Panelists may not review applications from organizations and/or individuals with which they are associated and must disclose all conflicts with the Houston Arts Alliance. Conflicts of interest include fiduciary, personal, professional or adversarial relationships of the panelist and his/her family.

Specific Duties
· Prepare -- Become familiar with organizations applying for support in the program in which you are serving; read grant applications before panel meeting. Panelists may come to Houston Arts Alliance's office and review applicant files prior to a panel meeting. -- Several hours. 

· Attend panel meeting -- Panel meetings will vary. The meetings may last a full day. Some Panels last two days and others are available online. Panel meetings are usually held on weekdays. 
· See a minimum of four (4) events by Houston Arts Alliance grantees, in a fiscal year (July – June) as applicable. 

E-mail the completed nomination form to Crystal Benavides, Grants Coordinator, at crystal@haatx.com.  
· Panelist nomination form_final.doc
