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How Many Creative Economy Establishments Are There in Houston?

Of the 120,545 incorporated business establishments in the Houston metro area, 9,920, or 8.2
percent, are incorporated creative economy companies. (Source: Dun & Bradstreet, 2009)

Not all economic activities in relation to creative work fall neatly into formal business structures.
New technologies have made it possible for many more creatives to be self-employed. In fact,

metropolitan Houston has a healthy freelance economy overall.

Of the 120,545 incorporated
business establishments in
the Houston-metro area...

... 8.2 percent are
incorporated creative
economy companies
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Consider these facts from the U.S. Census Bureau'’s Non Employer Statistics:
» In 2007, there were a total of 434,138 non-employer companies operating in Houston as

sole proprietorships or LLCs

+ Non-employer companies in the creative economy in 2007 totaled 56,036, or 12.9 percent

of the total number of the Houston area’s self employed

Of 434,138 non-employer
companies operating in Houston...

.+ 12.9% are creative
economy businesses

Houston’s total creative employment: Nearly 250,000 (247,796)
people are gainfully employed by Houston'’s creative economy.
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Creative workforce: 247,796

Manufacturing: 241,400
Construction: 204,500
Education & Health: 285,500
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Houston's business and civic leaders have made a commitment to building Houston's arts
infrastructure. The presence of a healthy arts community is prima facie evidence of the
presence of a creative city at some level. The more original art that is created in a community,
the more creative that community is likely to be judged. Having museums and performing

arts centers helps a city qualify as great by 20th-century standards. In the 21st century, a city's
creative and cultural assets must be put to greater social and economic uses. If not, these assets
are window dressing. Therefore, we analyzed the vitality of Houston's creative economy based
on what it is contributing to the city’s broader environment.

Houston is a Young City: Young Talent Embraces Vibrant Art & Culture

58 percent of the population is between the ages of 15 and 54.

Ages 25-54
29.2%

Median Age: 33

Ages 1510 24: 13.8%
Ages 25to 34: 15.0%
Ages 3510 54: 29.2%
Ages 5510 64: 10.0%
Ages 65 and Over: 8.4%

Source: Greater Houston Partnership, 2009
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Population = 1,930,000
Art/Culture Organizations = 379
7 Square Miles =2,619
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Source: U5 Cenaud Data (2000) and Wiscenain Aris Egard
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Civic Design
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Hana
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"Houston Can You Hear Me?™™
Sculpture In The City That Sends People To The Stars
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Ai Weiwei 2011




Vision Planning & The Creative
Economy
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